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May 11, the first day of our TB Meet 2024... the booming Chendamelam reverberated
around the TB flagmast, bringing forth memories of an exciting temple utsav. As the
animated crowd thickened, the artists played with renewed vigour. Who were those three
experts playing with our own Nandu Krishnan, TBians asked one another... One of them is a
banker - a news that got us excited for sure. Let’s get to know him better today - a banker
who handles Chendamelam, Vanchippaatu and banking calculations with equal ease.
Sreekumar M R

State Bank of India

RBO 1 Kottayam



Sreekumar is the younger of the two kids born to Sri.(late)Ramachandran Nair, retired
Village Assistant, and Smt. Syamalakumari, retired Government school teacher at
Kumaranalloor, the land with a rich heritage of bhakti, myths and culture.

The excited 10 year old Sreekumar, watching the chenda arangetam by a few older boys of
his village, wasted no moment to join chenda classes under Amayannoor Damodarakurup at
the residence of Puliyayil Somasekharamarar. And at the age of 12 his arangetam was
conducted at the Kumaranalloor temple, alongside his brother.

While studying at the Kumaranalloor D V V Higher Secondary School till his 10th grade and
Mannanam St.Ephrem's Higher Secondary School till his 12th grade, Sreekumar bagged A
Grade for Chendamelam at the State level Youth Festivals, and also proved his mettle in
Thayambaka.

He befriended Nandu during their school days, though they went to different schools.
Sreekumar still cherishes the memory of participating in Chendamelam competition with
just four members and securing A Grade, where the minimum participation strength
stipulated was seven. That too, where Aliparambu Sivarama Pothuval and Mattannur
Sankarankutty Marar were part of the judging panel.

Sreekumar considers it a blessing to have been able to accompany his aasan to the various
famous temples of Kottayam like Ettumanoor, Thirunakkara, Kaduthuruthi and Kidangoor
for participating in the melam.

While pursuing graduation from the CMS College Kottayam, he got campus selection to join
Infosys in 2007. His training was at Bangalore after which he got posted in Pune.

He was fascinated by the Vanchippaatu during his college years. He was encouraged by his
father's brother Sri. Radhakrishnan Nair who was a main Vanchippaatu singer in the
Kumaranalloor temple’s Uthrittathi Ooru chuttu Vallamkali(boat race); supported by Sri.
Chandrasekharan Nair and Sri. M.T. Chandran. While at Pune, Sreekumar once got the lines
of a Vanchippaatu from one of his friends and learned it by heart.

Being homesick, Sreekumar with his parents' permission, resigned from Infosys and
returned home in 2008. He promised them he would get a job in his hometown. He
prepared to appear for bank tests from Kollam, and soon got appointed in the State Bank of
Travancore. It is Devi's blessings that he received the bank's offer letter while praying before
her. He joined the State Bank of Travancore Nagambadam branch in October 2009. Later he
got posted at the Kumaranalloor and Kottayam Civil station branches. In 2016, he got
transferred to Palakkad Chandranagar branch on promotion. From there he was transferred
to the Technopark and Payyannur branches and then got posted as the Branch Manager at
Mathamangalam branch. Presently he is posted in the Kottayam RBO 1.

Sreekumar is not mesmerized by the loud and rigid sounds of the chenda alone, he also
loves traditional bhajanas and Vanchippaatu. He won the first prize twice in the
Vanchippaatu competition held during the yearly boat race at Kottayam.

A memory he holds dearest to his heart is the time he participated in the Vanchippaatu
associated with the Kumaranalloor ooru chuttu vallamkali.

The Kumaranalloor Ooru chuttu boat race is a tradition in the land where myths are alive to
this day, where the Bhagavati sets out to visit her devotees seated on the lion - her vehicle.
In this event, the lion's power is bestowed on to a churulan boat which sets out to do the
rounds. Nearly 8 kilometres are travelled in the water, accompanied by pious singing of the
Kuchelavritham Vanchippaatu.

Sreekumar’s eyes tear up with Bhakti as he describes how the Bhagavati has blessed him to
be able to sing the Vanchippaatu during the Ooru chuttu boat race every year from 2008.



He considers himself being recognized and awarded last year at an event honoring
Vanchippaatu artists, held at the school his parents went to as kids, as equal to bagging the
Oscar award itself.

Sreekumar’s brother Krishnakumar, a singer himself, works in the South Indian Bank in
Kozhikode. He considers the happiness of his small family comprising his wife Nitya
Sreekumar who works with the Infosys, and their little daughter Niharika. S. Nair a.k.a
Ammaalu, is thanks to the blessings of the Devi.

It is indeed a blessing to be able to participate in a chendamelam alongside Sri. Mattannoor
Sivaraman Marar, Sri. Peruvanam Prakasan Marar, Sri. Thirumarayur Girijan Marar, Sri.
Kudamaloor Muraleedhara Marar and their likes. We wish Sreekumar all the very best to
pursue his passion in Chendamelam and Vanchippaatu, and continue to mesmerize us with
his talents.



